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Table 1 Standard operating conditions for the analysis of heavy metals using atomic absorption
spectrometry

Lamp current

Metals Wavelength (nm) (mA) Slit width (mm) Flame
Pb 283.312 5 1.0
Cd 228.86 4 0.3 Air-acetylene
Ni 232.03 4 0.15
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Table 2 international Limit for concentration of
heavy metals lead, cadmium and nickel in dry

fruits
World
Metals limit Recon;)mended
(mg/kg) Y
Lead 2 (USDA)
Cadmium 0.1 (WHO)
Nickel 0.8 (FAO/WHO)

1. One-way analysis of variance
2. Duncan test
3. Food and Agriculture Organization
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Table 3 Mean of heavy metals concentration of lead, cadmium and nickel in dried apricot samples based
on dry weight of Tehran city in 1395

samples Lead Cadmium Nickel
(dried apricots) (mg/kg Dw)+ SD (mg/kg Dw)x SD (mg/kg Dw)+ SD
A sulfur dried 0.94 +0.02¢ 0.063 +0.001¢ 0.83+0.06°
B sulfur dried 0.97+0.01¢ 0.069 +0.001¢ 1.16 £ 0.05¢
C sulfur dried 1.09 + 0.05¢ 0.059 + 0.002° 172 +0.03¢
A sun dried 1.58 +0.06° 0.105 + 0.003° 4.87+032°
B sun dried 2.60+0.03° 0.124 + 0.002° 2.89£0.05°
C sun dried 0.57 £0.02° 0.057 +0.001¢ 1.51+0.08°

Different lowercase letters in each column show significant differences between (P<0.05).
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In this study, the concentration of three heavy metals including lead, cadmium and nickel in dried
apricots (sun dried and sulfur dried) supplied in Tehran's markets were determined. After preparing
samples, the concentrations of these metals were analyzed with three replications by flame atomic
absorption spectrometer (FAAS) and the numbers obtained with the international standards have been
compared in terms of pollution. The results of the average concentration of heavy metals in the apricot
leaf samples showed that the average lead concentration of the samples was ( 0.57-2.60 mg/kg) and the
mean lead concentration of all specimens except the amount of sun dried sample B was( 2.60 mg/kg)
lower than the United States Department of Agriculture standard (2 mg / kg). The average cadmium
concentration of the samples was in the range of ( 0.057-0.124 mg/kg), all of them were in the World
Health Organization standard(0.1 mg/kg). However, the amount of sun dried sample B (0.124 mg/kg) was
slightly higher than standard. The average concentration of nickel in all studied samples were in the range
of (0.83- 4/87 mg/kg) that all samples except the sulfur dried sample A with the amount of (0.83 mg/kg)
was higher than joint standard of the Food and Agriculture Organization and World Health
Organization(0.8 mg/kg). By comparing the sundried and sulfur dried samples, it can be concluded that
concentrations of heavy metals (lead, cadmium and nickel) in the sun dried samples are higher than
those of these metals in the specimens spit.
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