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Microflora of Important Date Palm Fruits

Varieties in Khuzestan
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Microflora of agriculture’s products is one of the important quality factors. Ten varieties of dates(Phoenix
dactylifera) at three stage of edible maturation (kharak , rutab , tamr) were examined for total microbial count ,
yeast and molds in Khuzestan of Iran. In this study young (<10years) and old (>40 years) date palms were
compared. Total counts , yeast and molds were high in kharak and increased sharply at rutab , then decreased at
tamr. Microbial counts of kharak were higher than tamr. Total microbial , yeast and mold counts were the
highest at rutab in all of the samples(p<0-.001). Old of date palms did not significantly effect on microflora of
date fruits(p<0.001). Aspergillus was detected only at kharak in two varieties and did not showed in any

samples. If condition of after harvesting is to be good, this product can export better .

Key words: Date fruit , Microflora , Maturation.
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