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Fig 1 SEM image of nanobiocomposite film (a) without TiO, and (b) in the presence of TiO, nanoparticles
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Fig 2 X-ray diffraction pattern for (a) pure TiO, nanoparticles, (b) montmorillonite nanoclay, (c) pure
carboxymethyl chitosan and (d) nanobiocomposite with different percentages of TiO, nanoparticles
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Table 1 Antimicrobial results of nanocomposite films prepared with TiO, nanoparticles

Mean Colonies of

Mean Colonies of

Sample Ti0, (%) Staphylococcus aureus (x10%) Escherichia coli (x10°)
1 0.0 7.4+0.02° 5.1£0.01°
2 0.5 2.8+0.01° 3.4+0.01°
3 1.0 1.4+0.01° 2.24+0.01°
4 2.0 0.10.01° 1.120.01¢

The different letters in each column indicate a significantly (p<0.05) different by Duncan's multiple range tests
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In this research, an antimicrobial bionanocomposites based on carboxymethyl
chitosan biopolymer-montmorillonite nanoclay was synthesized in the
presence of titanium oxide nanoparticles. Investigation of surface morphology
images with scanning electron microscopy (SEM) shows the rough and
heterogeneous surface of nanocomposites in comparison with pure
carboxymethyl chitosan. The results of the XRD test showed that the diffusion
of nanoclay in the presence of TiO, nanoparticles changed from full sheets to
between layers sheets. The addition of TiO, nanoparticles caused a significant
increase (p<0.05) in turbidity in nanocomposites. The effect of TiO,
nanoparticles on reducing the amount of Gram-positive bacteria of
Staphylococcus aureus is more than the effect of TiO, nanoparticles on
reducing the amount of gram-negative bacteria of Escherichia coli. By
increasing the percentage of TiO, nanoparticles, its efficacy in removing
colonies of both bacteria is increased. Water solubility and Vapor permeability
of nanobiocomposite films decreased with increasing weight percentage of
TiO,. The tensile strength of the film containing TiO, nanoparticles is more
than the tensile strength of neat carboxymethyl chitosan film, which is
statistically significant (p<0.05). The study demonstrated the high potential of
bionanocomposites in preventing the growth of pathogenic bacteria and
showed that such packages could be used to increase the shelf-life of food.
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